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2. The Session of the Faith 

Presbyterian Church 

agrees: 

 to respect the terms of 

the Covenant agreed 

upon above; 

 To interpret the terms 

of the Covenant to the 

congregation and to 

incorporate this agree-

ment in the minutes of 

the congregational 

meeting when the pas-

toral relationship is 

dissolved; 

 To incorporate this 

agreement in the Ses-

sion Minutes. 

It is the hope of both the 

Session and Pastor Deb 

that this Covenant will be 

honored and respected. 

Note: we can still be friends 

— but Pastor Deb is no 

longer your pastor. Her role 

has changed. 

The Session is working hard 

on hiring an interim pastor 

and someone will hopefully 

be in place no later than 

February 1. Please pray for 

them as they do their work 

and for the congregation as 

you move forward. 

Faith is 85 years old 

(November 2017) — we 

have many more years of 

vital ministry to this com-

munity. May God’s bless-

ings fill us with joy and en-

thusiasm! 

 

At a special meeting of the 

congregation held the end 

of November, we elected 

new officers and also voted 

to dissolve the pastoral 

relationship between the 

congregation and Pastor 

Deb. 

Then on December 31, we 

will (we did) use the disso-

lution of a pastoral call lit-

urgy during worship.  

The Presbytery of Milwau-

kee also asks that a Cove-

nant of Closure be signed 

by both Pastor Deb and the 

Session along with a mem-

ber of the Commission on 

Ministry (or representa-

tive). 

It reads as follows: The 

Rev. Dr. Debra Bergeson-

Graham, the Faith Presby-

terian Church, and the 

Commission on Ministry of 

the Presbytery of Milwau-

kee, having discussed the 

intent and requirements of 

the Presbytery’s Ethics Re-

garding Former Ministers” 

enter into the following 

covenant: 

1. I, the Rev. Dr. Deb 

Bergeson-Graham agree: 

 not to become involved 

in any leadership or 

advisory role (public or 

private) in the Faith 

Presbyterian Church 

congregation; 

 Not to intervene, sup-

port, or give advice to 

anyone involved in a 

congregational disa-

greement or dispute; 

 Not to officiate in any 

special events in the 

lives of former parish-

ioners or of the congre-

gation, including wed-

dings, funerals, bap-

tisms, worship leader-

ship, church anniver-

sary activities, etc. un-

less expressly invited 

by both the Pastor and 

the Session (or the 

Session if the church is 

without a pastor); 

 To refuse requests for 

pastoral services made 

by members of the 

congregation; 

 To consult with the 

Moderator of Session 

prior to visiting the 

congregation, attending 

worship or attending a 

special event; 

 To refrain from giving 

opinions or directions 

regarding church busi-

ness; 

 To explain and affirm 

the above principles to 

the congregation in 

writing (by letter or 

newsletter) and/or the 

pulpit before departing. 

It is understood that this 

policy does not affect nor 

require termination of 

friendships with individuals 

in the Faith Presbyterian 

Church congregation. 

Covenant of Closure 

Faith Presbyterian 

Church 
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Tom and 

I thank 

you for 

the 

amazing 

luncheon 

you gave 

us on 

Sunday, December 10. 

When Nan told me that we 

had to have tables in the 

sanctuary to accommodate 

everyone, I was shocked! 

A BIG THANK YOU 

goes to Nan Luedtke, Carol 

Carden, Brandon Ward, 

Fred Klimetz and all who 

helped in any way to make 

the luncheon and program 

an amazing event.  

A huge thank you also to 

everyone who contributed 

so generously to the gifts 

that we received. We are 

very grateful and look for-

ward to doing some fun 

and delightful things with 

the money— not sure what 

yet….stay tuned — we will 

let you know — and it’s 

great to look at the photos 

in the book — they are a 

great reminder of wonder-

ful times here. 

Joan, our music director, 

played “Thanks for the 

Memories” at the event on 

Sunday, December 10 — 

and both Tom and I do 

thank you for them — 

there are many — too 

many to mention — but we 

are grateful for this time 

together — we will miss 

you — and pray that our 

paths cross many times in 

the days, weeks and years 

to come. 

God Bless You, Everyone! 

many of you will sign up 

for this inspirational and 

informative time that we 

have with our mission co-

workers. 

Mission co-workers work 

around the world on our 

behalf and represent us as 

they share the love of God 

may present in Jesus 

Christ. 

Al and Ellen are no 

strangers to Faith having 

Our mission co-workers, Al 

and Ellen Smith, who work 

with the Roma people in 

Russia, will be with us on 

Sunday, January 7. Al will 

be preaching and both will 

share of their experiences 

with the Roma people fol-

lowing a pot luck after 

worship. 

A sign up sheet is on the 

door heading into the hall-

way and the Mission & 

Outreach committee hopes  

been here on several occa-

sions. We hope you will 

welcome them warmly and 

be eager to hear what 

news they have to share. 

THANK YOU 

Mission Co-Workers Visit Faith 

 January Pulpit Supply 

will share with us more of 

their efforts with the Roma 

people in Russia. 

January 14 and 21, the 

Rev. Julie Craig will be in 

the pulpit. Julie is no 

stranger to faith and we 

are delighted to welcome 

her back. 

On Sunday, January 28, 

Ruling Elder Kathy Rosen 

will fill our pulpit. Kathy 

serves as RE at the Pres-

byterian Church in Dela-

field and is in process to 

become a commissioned 

ruling elder. 

Please welcome all of these 

amazing folks to Faith and 

to the pulpit in the coming 

weeks. 

Throughout the 

month of January we 

will be having several 

outstanding folks fill 

our pulpit as we seek 

an interim pastor. 

On January 7, Al 

Smith, one of our two 

mission co-workers to 

Russia will be with us. 

A pot luck will follow 

worship that day. Al 

will be joined by his 

wife, Ellen, and they 
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Our Deacons are a great 

bunch of cooks and they 

know that there are many 

great cooks, bakers, food 

wizards in this congrega-

tion and beyond. So...they 

want your recipes so they 

can proceed with a new 

cookbook. 

When do they want them 

— the sooner, the better. 

Sit down now with this 

template as a place to 

start and type out or hand 

write your recipes and get 

them to Jenny Gallatin at 

jbgallatin@gmail.com or 

hand them to her at 

church or drop them into 

the mail! Her address is in 

the directory. Please use 

the following format for 

your recipes! THANKS! 

Recipe name: 

From the kitchen of: 

[Your Name Here] 
 
Serves:  
 
Bake/Cook @ oF 

Baking/Cooking Time:  
 

Ingredients: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacons’ Cook Book Needs You 

Holy Cow is Coming 

THANK YOU FOR THE CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 

We are the proud and 

grateful recipients of all of 

this food! 

A huge thank you to the 

staff and students of Pleas-

ant View Elementary 

School for this amazing 

Christmas blessing. All of 

this food will certainly be a 

blessing to all who receive 

it as well. 

On Monday, December 18, 

two elves (the custodian 

and the secretary) from 

Pleasant View Elementary 

School stopped by Faith 

with 750 items of food for 

our food cupboard!!! 

Deb, the secretary, said 

she was hoping to receive 

about 500 items since they 

have about 500 students. 

But to her joy and delight, 

about 750 food items were 

donated.  
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It’s time to dream about the future of Faith! We have done this a bit on our own but now we are, by the generosi-
ty of the Presbytery, doing it with experts. With the retirement of Pastor Deb, it is the time to explore new vision. 
We will kick off our planning process with a comprehensive survey of the entire congregation. This survey has 
been taken by hundreds of other congregations. It was developed by Holy Cow! Consulting. (Yes, that’s its real 
name.)  
 
What do we hope we will learn? 

 An in-depth look at the experiences, perceptions and aspirations of the congregation.  

 • The congregation's over-all level of satisfaction and energy. 

 Where, in a general sense, the congregation would like to see Old First go.  

 A sense of our readiness for change.  
 
The Session will be working with folks from the Presbytery to set up the time we will do this in late January or the 
first part of February. Stay tuned for Holy Cow! 



 

With the new ses-
sion starting their 
work in January, 
Glenn Luedtke is 
the new moderator 
of Buildings and 
Grounds. He is 
hoping to get a 
team together to 
care for the build-
ings and the 
grounds and hopes 
to have you volun-
teer to help with 

these duties. 
A date has yet to 
be set, however, if 
you are willing to 
help with mainte-
nance, upkeep, 
etc., please let 
Glenn know. You 
can tell him when 
you are at the 
church, give him a 
call on his cell 414
-423-0583 or 
email him at 

glennluedtke@sbc
global.net  
When the date is 
decided upon — 
it will be in print 
and announced. 
We hope you will 
join together to 
maintain and 
keep up the great 
spaces we have. 
 
 
 

Building and Grounds Wants You  

 

STEWARDSHIP PLEA  

pastor for 30 

hours a week but 

this won’t happen 

without an in-

crease in giving. 

While the manse 

and church build-

ings are in good 

repair, our parking 

lot will need to be 

sealed again this 

summer and with-

out an increase in 

giving, this won’t 

happen — and this 

is something we 

can’t afford not to 

do.  

Our administrative 

assistant’s hours 

may need to in-

crease since we 

have no pastor, 

which means an 

increase in her sal-

ary but this can’t 

happen without an 

increase in giving. 

Please prayerfully 

consider increasing 

your pledge or 

simply 

pledging 

(some of 

our folks 

haven’t) 

so the 

good work 

of this 

congrega-

tion may 

continue. 

We are woefully 

behind in our 

pledges for 2018 

which means with-

out your help, we 

won’t be able to 

support the pro-

grams, people or 

buildings and 

grounds needs 

that we have. 

To date we have 

received 33 finan-

cial pledges which 

total $71,724. This 

is $20,728 less 

than last year. 

The Session is 

working hard to 

hire an interim 
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Faith Presbyterian Church 

May your eyes be opened to the wonder of the daily miracles around you 

And your sense of mystery be deepened. 

 

May you be aware of the light that shines in the darkness, 

And that the darkness can never put out. 

 

May you be blessed with companions on the journey, 

friends who will listen to you and encourage you with their presence. 

 

May you learn to live with what is unsolved in your heart, 

daring to face the questions and holding them 

until, one day, they find their answers. 

 

May you find the still, quiet place inside yourself 

where you can know and experience the peace that passes understanding. 

 

May love flow in you and through you to those who need your care. 

 

May you continue to dream dreams and to reach out into the future 

With a deeper understanding of God’s way for you. Amen. 

 

 

Lynda Wright in Hay and Stardust edited by Ruth Burgess 

 

 

A BLESSING AS YOU JOURNEY INTO THE NEW YEAR 

 


